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We Miake New Riders Everyday

866-REAL-KITE « WWW.REALKITEBOARDING.COM

February 26, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

Matt Nuzzo and | have the support of the national organization, Water Sports Industry
Association (“WSIA”), to represent watersports enthusiasts on the issue of off-road
vehicle (“ORV™) access in Cape Hatteras National Seashore. The WSIA’s stated mission
is “to provide visionary leadership to increase participation in water sports and to supply
members with education and legislative action." The watersports-user group includes
participants in Kiteboarding, windsurfing, surfing, sailing, kayaking, wakeboarding,
skimboarding and other water-based active sports.

Itis vital that the watersports-user group not be overlooked. The users within our group
range from local residents and business owners to international manufacturers and
industries. This group comprises millions of participants worldwide, and among those,
well over 1 million participants specifically recognize Cape Hatteras as a premier
location for watersports based on conditions and the current ORV access to the soundside
and ocean waters.

Each year, hundreds of thousands of people visit this area specifically to participate in
watersports. Indeed, the watersports group may be one of the largest combined user
groups of the National Seashore. Watersports enthusiasts flock to the National Seashore
for the perfect combination of wind and waves. These conditions can be discovered due,
in large measure, to the current beach access plan, allowing any combination of wind and
swell direction to be found.

Accordingly, our position as representatives of the watersports-user group is pro-ORV
access, and our interest is to be recognized as a vital stakeholder to maintain and improve
access for watersports users in locations within the Cape Hatteras National Seashore.

We are committed to remaining open-minded and level-headed and to diligently
participate in the public comment and negotiated rulemaking process. We encourage
anyone who would like to respond to this statement or make any comments regarding the
watersports-user group to email Trip directly at trip@realkiteboarding.com.

REAL Kiteboarding, Inc.
Post Office Box 1614 - 47170 Highway 12 - Buxton, North Carolina 27920
(1) 252.995.6596 - (f) 252.995.6597 - 866. REAL.KITE - www.realkiteboarding.com
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Thank you for your time and attention to these important issues.

Best regards,

trip@realkiteboarding.com

REAL Kiteboarding, Inc.
Post Office Box 1614 - 47170 Highway 12 - Buxton, North Carolina 27920
(1) 252.995.6596 - (f) 252.995.6597 - 866.REAL.KITE - www.realkiteboarding.com
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Dave Colavito
145 Bowers Road
Rock Hill, NY 12775-6815
845-794-1964

deolavi@pronetisp.net E G W

February 14, 2007 ﬁ"E' 9 () 2007

Mr. Mike Murray, Superintendent : “”“Q___,,_--.....\Q‘\
Cape Hatteras National Seashore Q“%
1401 National Park Drive,

Manteo, NC 27955

Dear Superintendent Murray;

After reading Ted William’s article in the Jan.-Feb. issue of Audubon, I must say that if
even half of what he reports is correct, there’s cause for real concern at Cape Hatteras
National Seashore. More and more it seems that our National Parks are coming under
siege from competing interests. My understanding of the law is that our National Parks
are one of the few places where protection of the resource, let alone endangered species,
should take priority. The situation described by Mr. Williams at Cape Hatteras National
Seashore suggests otherwise.

But there is always more than one side to a story, so I’'m writing to get your take. Are the
events Mr. Williams has chronicled representative at the National Seashore?

Much obliged for your consideration and response.

Respe ﬁllly,

s

Dave COIaVltO

cc: Mary A. Bomar
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Philip D. Dickinson
3720 Kirklees Rd.

Winston-Salem, NC 27104 B @EEWE
FEB 2 0 2001

336-659-2464, pdickins@triad.rr.com

February 16, 2007 v
Superintendent (=3 (PR
RE: Off-Road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS

Cape Hatteras National Seashore

1401 National Park Drive

Manteo, NC 27954.

Dear Sir;

Protection of habitat for nesting colonial waterbirds and other wildlife should be at the core of any
management plan for Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Habitat conservation is a fundamental purpose of
our national parks, and I am confident that we can both offer sound protection strategies for our wildlife
and great recreational facilities for fishers and beachgoers.

Areas such as Pea Island, Cape Point and the flats near Oregon Inlet provide unique habitats for wintering
ducks and for such species of concern as piping plover, American oystercatcher and common tern. We
must come up with a plan that preserves this habitat, while addressing legitimate concerns of the fishers.

I feel that beach access for people is important, too. However, we should not be allowing people in off-road
vehicles to use this national and world treasure as their private drag strip without regard to wildlife that
need to share this area. Regulations should establish commonsense rules for drivers that keep them away
from nesting areas and the dunes, and we must enforce those rules.

Besides, uncontrolled drivers create dangers for other citizens. They threaten and disturb the activities of
sunbathers and walkers. Birding also is a prime people activity at the Seashore, and is the fastest-growing
outdoor recreational activity in the United States. Planning should address the rights and recreational
opportunities of these taxpayers, too. The tourist economy of the Outer Banks is a vital interest of the State

of North Carolina.

The management plan should also address the problematic route of NC Highway 12. As recent as January,
the road was overwashed with no hurricane in sight. The short bridge options for replacing Bonner Bridge
make no financial sense in the long run. We will just be pouring more money into maintaining Highway 12
in a futile Canute-like effort to hold back the seas. Eventually, we will have to move the road west, anyway,
with tomorrow’s inflated dollars, We should bite the bullet now and build the long bridge.

Sincerely,

Philip D. Dickinson

!

paas====""
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Jack Robinson

513 Sunset Drive ECELIVIE
Oceanside, CA 92954

FEB 2 0 2007
February 7, 2007 e
Mike Murray Superintendent \ﬁ\ A
Cape Hatteras National Seashore W /\?’Q

1401 National Park Drive
Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Mr. Murray:

[ am writing to express my deep concerns regarding the safety of beach-nesting birds at
Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Iand many of my friends are seriously concerned
about the wellbeing of these waterbirds, some of which are on the endangered species
list. We need to be compassionate, sensitive, and civilized in our management of earth’s
wildlife. And it is important to protect the animal kingdom for future generations to

enjoy.

In a short period of time, Cape Hatteras National Seashore has gone from one of the most
important nesting sites to one of the most threatened. The number of birds that nest on
the Seashore’s beaches have dropped extremely in recent years. There is great need for
adequate protection for the nesting birds.

The current destructive situation can be reversed. One of the primary reasons for the
decline is human disturbance due to off-road vehicle use. Many baby birds have been
crushed to death under the tire of a “pleasure” vehicle. But it is possible to eliminate this
danger and the loss of life for the birds. Nesting birds and off-road vehicles can co-exist
on the shore provided that protection measures are implemented to keep vehicles away
from the nesting areas during the mating and nesting season.

Our sea-birds are threatened and in danger. You have the power to ensure the safety of
the birds and other wildlife at Cape Hatteras National Seashore. By making the right
decisions based upon the preservation of animal life you can make it happen. I sincerely

ask you to make this an important issue to address and rectify.
i

Yours truly, - . ¥ e "

Jack Robinson ./ o TTETTTT

513 Sunset Dr -

Ocean side.Ca 92954
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FEB 1 6 2007 624 Yanceyville Road
- Louisa, VA 23093-6305
Oute. Lanks Gr@Up January 31, 2007

Superintendent

National Park Service

1401 National Park Service Drive
Manteo NC, 27954

RE: Off Road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS
Cape Hatteras National Seashore

Dear Sir or Madam:
[ appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Off Road Vehicle Management

Plan for Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Iam an advocate for assured ORV access
balanced against the need for environmental and wildlife protection. And I have a
suggestion as to how this balance can be accomplished.

It is vital to the economy of the Outer Banks that the Park Service find a way to
allow Off Road Vehicles (ORVs) access to the beaches in Cape Hatteras National
Seashore. This access is the basis for a large part of the tourist trade that comes not only
from North Carolina, but also from many other states in the Eastern United States. While
driving in Virginia, I recently saw an Ohio ORV with the vanity plate “FISHOBX”.

My immediate interest in urging ORV beach access is based upon my family’s
ownership of property in Ocracoke, NC. Although we are not wealthy, our investment is
substantial and we depend on tourists and fishermen for rental income so that we can
continue to own and manage our property. An integral part of continued liquidity is
making the beach attractive to tourists, which means ORV access.

I hasten to add that our wildlife and environmental resources also require
protection and preservation so that not only we ourselves, but future generations as well
will be able to have access and enjoyment of them as well.

So the task is that of balancing what may appear to be competing interests, but
which are in reality not so far removed from each other. We want to be able to drive our
ORV onto the beach today, but we also want to preserve the beach itself together with its
animal and plants and its general environment so that we will continue to want to enjoy it

in the future.

The Park service has done a good job of balancing these interests during recent
summers by the use of access corridors. These corridors, set aside for use by ORVs, also
provide for large areas to be set aside (at least in Ocracoke) for bird and wildlife habitat.
This plan appeared to work well and satisfied most.
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I believe perhaps a good approach is the establishment of general guidelines which will
require ORV access to the beaches, but providing that access be curtailed (but not
completely) to allow for appropriate environmental and wildlife protection. The fine
tuning of how much access and where should be left to a volunteer panel comprised of
citizens, scientists and government officials so that the balance of access and protéction
could be varied as conditions require. I would propose that local County Commissioners
from Dare and Hyde Counties be allowed to appoint members and that likewise the Park
Service appoint members as well.

We as citizens need to have ORV access assured at least to some degree so that
tourists and fishermen will continue to come. We do not want this ORV access to such a
great extent that it will serve to destroy or negatively change the very thing that draws
tourists to the National Seashore. Moreover, because of the dynamics of ever changing
considerations this issue would best be handled on a continuing basis by a panel
comprised of those interested in the sides of the issue.

I remain, with kind regards,

Ve our;

. Don Short
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RECEIVED

FEB 1 6 2007
Mr. Mike Murray, Superintendent , .
Cape Hatteras National Seashore @ut@i’ BaﬂKS @rf}up
1401 National Park Drive
Manteo, NC 2795

February 10, 2007

Dear Superintendent:

I was bomn in North Carolina and have enjoyed the beauty of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore. 1
have been a birdwatcher for 45 years and have degrees in Zoology and Oceanography. I read an article in
the latest issue of Audubon magazine which concerns me. I believe that beach nesting birds in the Cape
Hatteras National Seashore such as piping plover, black skimmer, gull-billed tern, least tern, oystercatcher
and wilson’s plover are suffering severe declines in nesting success. One reason is disturbance during the
nesting period by off road vehicles. Another cause of the drastic declines in beach nesting birds is losses
due to introduced predators on the barrier islands(which could also be managed).

I think that any decisions concerning beach access by these vehicles should include representatives
from the ORV group and representatives concerned with the preservation of birds and other wildlife of
the barrier islands. The piping plover is actually increasing in numbers at the Cape Cod Nafional
Seashore because of restriction of ORVs during the breeding period.

1 am not against people enjoying fishing in this area but I do think that nesting areas should be
protected during the nesting period. Setting up little fences a few feet from the breeding birds nesting
site is not enough to avoid disturbance. If the adult birds are scared away from the nest for any length of
time the young birds will die in the extreme heat.

I am extremely disturbed by the policy of letting the ORV users decide the policy for beach access.
Shouldn’t Americans interested in preservation of beautiful parks be allowed representation for deciding
the ORV policy too? Why has the ORV management plan required by law to be implemented in 1972 still
not been implemented by 2007? Why is the National Park Service allowing the ORV management plan
to be decided by a “ negotiated rule process” ? Doesn’t the enabling act of 1916 for the National Park
Service state as its legal mandate “ to protect flora, fauna, land, water and the natural processes with
which they interact”. Didn’t Presidents Nixon and Carter issue executive orders which forbade ORV use
unless it can be demonstrated that it won’t compromise natural values?

ITknow that the ORV group has a very loud voice but people like me that would like to walk on the
beach at Cape Hatteras to observe beach nesting birds should be allowed to state their case. [ am
saddened to hear that Dr. Steve Kayota’s son was almost run over by an ORV while playing on the beach
and that Audubon field technician Sidney Maddock has been harassed by ORV chat rooms after testifying
at a hearing at Kitty Hawk.

T will appreciate it if you could respond to this letter and inform me why you can not formulate an
ORYV beach access policy similar to the one at Cape Cod National Seashore for the Cape Hatteras
National Seashore instead of the “ negotiated rule process”. Thanks for listening to the concerns of a
citizen who does not want beach-nesting birds to completely disappear from the Cape Hatteras National
Seashore. [ am sending a copy of this letter to the Director of the National Park Service.

Sincerely,

%W%gﬂ

James M. Bates , Jr.
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i
WV @0‘\
FRANK E, LAUGHON, JR. “u\\

4400 S. ASHLAWN DRIVE
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23221

February 13, 2007

Mike Murray -
Superintendent ;,% E LT o
Cape Hatteras National Seashore C&:E ‘!L.-.,L)’
1401 National Park Drive FEB i 62 007

Manteo, North Carolina 27954 B )
Outer Banks Group
Dear Milke,

We enjoy the Cape Hatteras National Seashore for many reasons. The tranquility,
the family getting together, and of course, surfing, fishing and driving on the beach all
make our vacations at Cape Hatteras the “most special and memorable” every year.

My wife is a native “Tarheel” and we have been going to Hatteras for many
years, actually since 1968. We loved it so much, we built a home in Avon, in Kinnakeet
Shores in 1986, and we have been down every year since this date for every holiday,
summer and occasion we can find.

We particularly enjoy the ability to take the family on the beach, including
grandchildren, and find a “spot” that everyone can enjoy. And this is quite a feat when
you consider we have grandchildren from age twenty one down to six.

Mike, we truly encourage you to keep our beaches free and open on Cape
Hatteras. The pleasure we have derived over the years cannot be measured and we look
Jforward to many more years of driving on and enjoying this beautiful area.

Many thanks in advance for your careful consideration of our wishes during the
Negotiaied Rule Making process.

Sincerely,

-
~

rank E. La

FELjr/fom
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Sarah M. Andrews %ﬂ\
FEB 1 5 2007 11528 Scottsbury Terrace A\ \“a
Germantown, MD 20876 o
Quter Banks Group anaxagoras500@yahoo.com ’\,\

February 12, 2007

Mike Murray, Superintendent
Cape Hatteras National Seashote
1401 National Park Dr.

Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Mr. Murray,

I am writing to you as an Audubon Society member and past visitor to your Seashore to
urge you to implement appropriate and science-based measures to protect the several
species of beach-nesting birds that frequent Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
Specifically, I encourage you to regulate the use of off-road vehicles on the beaches.

As you know, several beach-nesting species have suffered serious declines in recent
years, due to habitat loss, increased predation and human disturbance. For example, on
Hatteras and Bodie islands, from 1993 to 2004 the number of Common Terns declined
from 385 pairs to 11; Gull-billed Terns declined from 11 pairs to 0; and Black Skimmers
declined from 216 pairs to 13 (NC Audubon). Clearly, these birds need some help.

Two specific measures, if implemented between April 1 and September 1, could make a
difference.

1. Divert vehicles around nesting sites or where chicks are present.
2. Close areas if necessary to provide an adequate buffer for nesting birds, to protect
chicks from being killed, and to provide chicks with access to foraging habitat.

Responsible use of ORVs on the beach need not threaten the very wildlife that makes the
Seashore a unique and beautiful place. Cape Hatteras is a national treasure—and it
deserves to be respected and treated as such,

Best Regards,

Sarah M, Andrews ..o

e ok

= e
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February 10, 2007 ﬁ\& €EB 2 4 20

Superintendent

RE: Off-Road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS Cape Hatteras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive

Manteo, NC 27954

As a long-time visitor to the Outer Banks, driving on the beach was always one of the most
pleasurable things to do. We have always been recreational fishermen and the luxury of four-
wheeling on the beach made it so much easier to enjoy. I love the Outer Banks and am a
supporter of keeping the seashore clean and accessible to all. I think it has now come down to
financing to allow the coexistent of beach driving and at the same time protection of the
environment of the beach.

I would propose that every vehicle owner entering the Outer Banks must have purchased a
vehicle access permit of varying degrees of cost ...lesser (preferably no cost at all) for the year
round residents, higher for the part-year rental property owners/residents, and even higher for the
visitors. This could be accomplished by having a daily, weekly, monthly, yearly and/or lifetime
access sticker available for purchase....and enforced at the first access to the OQuter Banks such as
Hwy 64 from the East.....Hwy 158 from the North...and the Ferry terminals elsewhere.....covering
all entrances to the Outer Banks. The funds collected from this permit could be used specifically
for maintenance and enforcement of the Outer Banks beaches.

[ know that I love visiting this area enough that this would be only a token amount to ensure the
continued beach access and the preservation of this unique region. 1 was happy at the recent
creation/enforcement of recreational fishing licenses for the Outer Banks. This proposed vehicle
access permit could be issued in much the same manner, however, for every vehicle entering the

Outer Banks.

We must find a way to preserve the Outer Banks as well as to preserve our right to access them.
Please do not take the easy way out by simply outlawing beach access via motorized vehicle.

Gertrude T. Byrd
3605 East Geer Street
Durham, NC 27704

gertrudebyrd@forestmanagement.com
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Are there any additional issues that you think we should consider in developing the
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (see the public scoping newsletter
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/caha)? Please provide any additional comments regarding the
scope of the Off-road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS below.
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Are there any additional issues that you think we should consider in developing the
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (see the public scoping newsletter
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/caha)? Please provide any additional comments regarding the
scope of the Off-road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS below.
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Are there any additional issues that you think we should consider in developing the
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (see the public scoping newsletter
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/caha)? Please provide any additional comments regarding the
scope of the Off-road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS below.
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Are there any additional issues that you think we should consider in developing the
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (see the public scoping newsletter
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/caha)? Please provide any additional comments regarding the
scope of the Off-road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS below.
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ORV plan / scoping meeting

[ 'am a tourist. I am from NY (Hudson Valley) and have been coming to Cape Hatteras National
Seashore since the late 1960°s. I have no economic interest in the area. My interest lies in the
ability to be able to navigate / negotiate driving the beach.

I do not consider myself an expert on what’s best for all parties involved. I do have an opinion
on ORYV use¢ (as most here do). I firmly believe that Beach access whether by vehicle or foot
(pedestrian) should be allowed. While arguments exist that ORV users are destroying the habitat
(natural resource), can anyone tell me that a 3-day Nor’easter doesn’t destroy the habitat (natural
resource) or any other natural event (hurricane doesn’t destroy the habitat (natural resource).
While agreeing that the above are natural events, ORV usage should not be disallowed due to
misaligned perceptions of others.

The decision to allow ORV as well as pedestrian access to the Cape Hatteras National Seashore
should be based on common sense and not emotion. If an area is deemed unsafe (width) by NPS,
then ORV (maybe even pedestrian usage) should be curtailed until such time as deemed safe by
NPS personnel. The question may arise what is safe; and frankly that is a very good question to
which I don’t have the expertise to answer but would hope that NPS personnel are capable of
providing this answer.

I do not consider myself an extensive ORV user of the beach, I do however consider myself
lucky / and to be honest privileged to experience driving the beach as well as having the ability
to show my family the different areas of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore other than the
areas in front of the villages.

[ have witnessed occurrences of ORV users driving in front of the villages during peak season
and would not recommend this scenario if for no other reason than there are to many visitors on
the beach in front of the villages. The National Seashore designation implies SAFE use for all
who want to use the resource.

The most important need for Cape Hatteras National Seashore is the presence of NPS personnel.
While understanding the issue of manpower (or lack thereof), it needs to be understood that
without NPS presence, rules / regulations etc. are words and only words. Enforcement of the
rules / regulations needs to be in the hands of personnel responsible for the care and maintenance
of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore (NPS). The only way disrespectful visitors will ever
abide by the rule is to enforce the rule.

1) Ramps / turnouts etc. currently established appear to be adequate at least as far as I'm
concerned. At ramp locations the following should be made available: 1) RULES for
using the beach for ORV or Pedestrian traffic; 2) dumpsters; 3) air stations (re-fill tires);
4) water; 5) ferry schedule; 6) emergency contact numbers (medical, law enforcement,
NPS). Additional ramps / turnouts as warranted / needed. However, additional ramps/
turnouts must be deemed necessary based upon the need, not because of surplus of annual
funding that needs to be spent. To build a ramp / turnout just because there is money
available is not the right solution. Protecting the Cape Hatteras National Seashore for
future generations is the ultimate goal. How this is achieved is open for negotiation as it
should be, protection of this wonderful resource is our responsibility.
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Consideration should be given to widening the beach in areas that have been hit hard by
natural events (nor’easters, hurricanes) {reclaim the beach}. Areas currently deemed
protected (Pea Island) should remain protected for obvious environmental reasons. If and
when the time comes and Pea Island is no longer considered an environmentally
protected / sensitive area then consideration should be undertaken to open the beach for
traffic (pedestrian or vehicular). However, NPS needs to have the final say.

Seasonal Closures — should be mandated per rental season in front of the villages or when
deemed necessary by NPS. However, re-opening of these areas should also occur once
tourist season is over (especially in front of the villages). Typically, as I understand, the
tourist season is roughly mid May — Labor Day weekend. As for temporary closures for
other reasons (turtle nesting, bird nesting, etc.), NPS should have the final say. That said
common sense should be one of the primary factors. Closing an area that is not in close
proximity to a sensitive area should remain open. Again, NPS needs to be the lead in this
determination and I can’t stress enough NPS needs to be the lead. Closed areas should be
re-evaluated on a timely basis and when warranted should be re-opened in a timely
manner. Enclosures should have further setback from the actual nesting site in an attempt
to minimize pedestrian / vehicular damage. Also the enclosures should be constructed in
a manner that impedes pedestrian access (stronger wire, low shock wire etc.). Place
sensors within the protected areas, when activated, respond and react accordingly. We
have placed sensors along the ocean floor throughout the world to monitor for any
abnormalities why not use this type of technology or related technology. I realize that
there is a cost associated with this type of endeavor as well as the potential for an
increase in manpower but. Most important, visitor education toward proper use of the
Cape Hatteras National Seashore needs to be stressed. Every visitor (vehicular or
pedestrian) needs to be informed of his or her responsibilities relative to the Cape
Hatteras National Seashore. If we can land a man on the moon and send a telescopic
satellite (Hubbell) to view far away planets technology must be made available that will
monitor, record and report any abnormality to sites deemed to be protected by NPS
personnel. Communication between parties that use the Cape Hatteras National Seashore
for recreational purposes (fishing, surfing, walking, admiring the surrounding
environment etc.) is crucial for any plan to work. Should protected sites be under video
surveillance, I would hope that this would not be the case. I believe that users for the
most part will abide by clearly defined rules / regulations. Those that don’t, I have no
sympathy for and neither should anyone else including law enforcement and the judicial
process.

Safety closures on the beach should be based upon experienced NPS personnel
determining that due to circumstances (wind, hurricane other natural event) the beach is
not safe to traverse, (to close to water, to close to dunes, potential of harming resource
because of the lack of room. However, re-evaluating the closed area(s) should be
undertaken in a timely manner. Upon this re-evaluation, the area in question is opened or
remains closed pending the next re-evaluation.
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4) Enforcement of the rules is paramount to protecting the Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
I admit this will require funding at the federal level but it cannot be stressed enough,
without enforcement, rules are simply words. While many will abide by the written rule
as they currently do, there will be those that for whatever reason will feel the need to
place their individual goals above those of the majority of users thereby jeopardizing the
use by the majority.

In general, ORV / pedestrian users that | have witnessed using the beach are concerned about
protecting the beach and it’s resources. Unfortunately, it only takes a few inconsiderate
individuals to cast aspersions in the eyes of those that for their own reason(s) have
determined ORV usage / pedestrian traffic should not be permitted on the Cape Hatteras
National Seashore. There are laws / rules etc. that are enacted to protect something /
someone. However, the laws / rules do not punish the innocent. They are meant to punish
the offender. There is always going to be the self-absorbed individual who for whatever
reason feels the need to push the limit. There is nothing that can be done about this type of
individual except punish when caught breaking the law / rule (i.e., Speeders, corporate /
white-collar crime, etc.). Negotiated rule making is a democratic process. The process needs
to hear input from all interested parties and take into consideration all aspects of the result. It
is NOT and should never be a process that is controlled in structure, format or composition
by any 1 interested party / group. The Cape Hatteras National Seashore should not become
an Oligarchy (controlled by the rule of a few). Ultimately, NPS is the final authority in how
the Cape Hatteras National Seashore will be governed based upon policy / rules / laws
whatever that are currently on the book or to be enacted. That said no group should be
barred from enjoying this wonderful natural resource just to placate a select few.

America for all her faults is still a democracy and as a taxpayer, I feel I have the right to
voice my opinion. Maybe I’'m being naive when [ say that democracy is not supposed to be
bought and paid for. To me a democracy represents the ability to sit down together, discuss
an issue and ultimately resolve the issue presented fairly and honestly. While some
representative(s) of the process may not agree with the ultimate decision, the decision has
been reached in a democratic manner. It is not a scenario where if I don’t like the decision,
I’ll take my ball and go home. If the final decision is to curtail ORV / pedestrian use on the
Cape Hatteras National Seashore, I won’t like the decision but I will respect the rule.
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2123/07
To: Mike Murray Superintendent,

Re: Off-road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS Cape Hatteras National Recreation
Seashore

Mike, as you know I moved to the Outer Banks (Southern Shores) when my wife & 1
retired in late 2005. We primarily moved here to fish the surf on Hatteras Island. In 2004
and into 2005 there was (and still is) contentious debate about how much & how long
some of the most productive surf fishing beaches should (could, would) be closed to
mobile surf fishermen and other beach users. As time progressed you were appointed to
Park Superintendent. The attention you are giving this thorny issue has given us (mobile
surf fishermen) and the anti-ORV groups some light at the end of both of our tunnels.
Bringing Thayer Brolie onboard has brought a fresh mind and eyes to sort out the hype
from fact into what birds need as well as the mobile surf fishing folks. Both can co-exist
on the beaches of the Cape Hatteras National Recreational Seashore.

Putting porta-potties & dumpsters at each access ramp provided us (the beach users) a
place to unload, among other things, the trash we pick up daily, when we are out fishing.
To me, cleaning up around where I setup to fish is a no-brainer. I try to leave every place
I go better than I found it. The storms we have here bring fresh flotsam & jetsam on
every high tide. I have pulled very heavy pieces of netting off as well as several large
poles out to where a loader could get to them. If this stuff remains on the beach it
becomes a place were predators could stalk fledglings or eggs, and detracts from the
beauty of the seashore.

The step the N.P.S. (you & Thayer) took in letting us create a route behind the dune line
giving all of us access to the “point™ at high tide last spring was masterful, thank you.
The careful placement of the “symbolic fencing” allowing both birds & us (mere
humans) routes to productive feeding & fishing areas by splitting the fine lines of what
the U.S.F.W. & the birders wanted, as well as the needs of the mobile beach users, again,
was deftly done. We as a group (mobile beach users) are getting through to the individual
beach abuser (donut makers, fence crossers, and just plain rude 4x4 drivers, plus the
litter’rs) and the amount of damage they do is decreasing. Many of us (if we are
witnesses) to blatant law breaking, would gladly join your Rangers in court to testify, if
necessary. Most of us will call and report bad behavior, last spring I called about several
Jet Skis romping in the surf neat Hatteras Inlet. To make sure the message is clear,
violators should get more than a wrist slap, stiff fines should be given.

The main culprit that keeps birds like the Piping Plover from making a comeback on the
beaches of Cape Hatteras National Recreational Seashore is Mother Nature. She’s a cruel
mother, with regular Nor’ Easters & hurricanes overwashing almost all the beaches in the
Park, eggs & fledglings stand poor chances of survival. There is nothing any man can do
to prevent nature’s wrath. The same forces that make it hard for some birds to make it are
what bring the fish to the shores of the Seashore. Two currents colliding into Diamond
Shoals bring the largest species of coastal swimming fish (Red Drum, Striped Bass,
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Cobia, and too many large sharks to name) within reach of fishermen standing in the surf.
Man has been trying to catch these fish since we have been able to. Dwindling numbers
of some of the fish in years past has led us to catch & release almost all we can hook.
Gone are the days of greed where fish were stacked like wood to rot in the sun. Yes, there
are some who don’t get it, but their numbers are dwindling,

Efforts like teaching the young visitors to our Seashore how to fish, and respect Mother
Nature, pay off in ways we cannot imagine. The children tell their parents what they
learned and two generations go home with a wish to come back again to experience the
gifts this Seashore offers.

Oregon Inlet beaches are being washed away, as well as the sand around the Bonner
Bridge pilings. The area that over washes yearly has very little high ground, if any, for air
breathers to flee to in the storms. The beach between Rodanthe & Avon get changed,
being washed away 1o the dune line only to rebuild jtself with the next change of wind.
Hatteras Inlet beaches were washed away last spring leaving no room for man or bird on
the once expansive sand flats. We are lucky that Ocracoke Inlet still is intact. The “point”
shifts with every storm, meandering back and forth. Some days there is a pool on the
southward side, sometimes a thin spit going way out at low tide. None can predict this, or
hope to control any of it, either.

The negotiated rulemaking coming up will boil on all sides at once. The rules are going
to change; special care must be taken to weed from the stake holders; the shills, the
empty groups that do not exist except for one person claiming it so. Any group
threatening a lawsuit has no right to a seat at this important table, or in any discussion
regarding what needs to be accomplished in the negotiated rulemaking process. All sides
will have to give some; The mobile beach user so far (to me) already has given time and
again. You stopped this quite a bit last spring, thank you. There are many who write that
have not a clue, about what they are saying. There should be no limit to beach users,
unless all the beach users, including feathered animals and furred ones as well, are
limited. Too many of anything can outstrip the resource it depends on. Payment of a
yearly fee for every vehicle that uses the off-road parts of the Park could offset the costs
of monitoring our feathered friends, somewhat, if beaches are not closed wholesale as in
years past. Don’t charge me for something & then say I can’t use it. With the way Mother
Nature treats us, all of our good intentions can be turned on its head at any time,

Jim Harris

92 South Dogwood Trail
Southern Shores NC 27949-3838
longcaster(@charter.net

252 261 4990
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Mike Murray, Sunerintendent W
Cane Hatteras Nat. Seashore
Mantea, N.C.
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To whom it may Concern:

I would like to write and allow you to enter as a supportive letter to the Dept. of Interior and to
Cape Hatteras National Seashore for the challenge that has been placed on your department, I
understand that keeping all user groups satisfied is very complicated to do, and that from time to
time must be very challenging, however the comments that the Audubon Society has openly
published in their bi-monthly book is full of inaccuracies and your department is not due such
criticisms.

All user groups would fike to think that their purpose and use of the Cape Hatteras National
Seashore are the most important, but to openly try to manipulate the opinions of the public and
give reason for the NPS to second guess themselves on policies and procedures Is inexcusable.

Audubon Soclety has falled to mention many positive outcomes of having ORYV use on the
beaches at net only Cape Hatteras but other seashores throughout the country. Several whales,
turtles and seals have beached themselves and due to the ORV users initial efforts to contact
proper authotities, some of these sea dwellers have been able to be returned to the sea or taken
to a facility for continued care of them like the Baltimore Aquarium and other appropriate
facilities. Without the ORV users access, these sea dwellers may not have been found in time

resulting in a higher mortality rate.

ORV user groups have come under much criticism and have been labeled the “bad guy” for
enjoying physical close access to nature. ORV users have been told that they deliberately choose
to run over piping plovers and turtles. Also that we destroy the beaches and dunes, we ieave the
beaches full of trash, drive to fast on the beach, and so on. Ali of the previous are untrue as a
majority. Quite the contrary, ORV users routinely leave our beaches cleaner than the condition
we find them by cleaning up trash that others leave behind and that which is wash ashore by the
ocean. ORY users also adhere to postings be it nests, speed limits or protected plants. Safety
and environment are of the utmost importance to ORV user groups. These groups often work
cooperatively with the NPS in these efforts. While it is recognized that there are some individuals
that have a disregard for protection of any natural asset, it Is encouraged that they be seen just
as individuals and should be dealt with as such. Placing regulations and limitations on the
majority for individual actions is extreme and punishes all.

In closing I would encourage you to discount and dismiss any and all letters that are filed from
organizations as a result of this technically inaccurate and propaganda article bashing the Dept of
Interior, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, and finally ORV users for enjoying nature for the
purpose of recreational fishing as we have known it historically for many years.

1 would like to thank you at this time for helping ORV users maintain access to our beaches so
we to can enjoy the outdoors for recreational fishing.

With Regards,
@j‘?fuﬁ é“\% ~
A sAa M Rmber #1160 P&\((S(Q \
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S IYS é‘{l\'@% Cueelo
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To whom it may Concern:

I would like to write and allow you to enter as a supportive letter to the Dept. of Interior and to
Cape Hatteras National Seashore for the challenge that has been placed on your department. I
understand that keeping all user groups satisfied is very complicated to do, and that from time to
time must be very challenging, however the comments that the Audubon Society has openly
published in their bi-monthly book is full of inaccuracies and your department is not due such

criticisms.

All user groups would like to think that their purpose and use of the Cape Hatteras National
Seashore are the most important, but to openly try to manipulate the opinions of the public and
give reason for the NPS to second guess themselves on policies and procedures is inexcusable.

Audubon Society has failed to mention many positive outcomes of having ORV use on the
beaches at not only Cape Hatteras but other seashores throughout the country. Several whales,
turtles and seals have beached themselves and due to the ORV users initial efforts to contact
proper authorities, some of these sea dwellers have been able to be returned to the sea or taken
to a facility for continued care of them like the Baltimore Aquarium and other appropriate
facilities. Without the ORV users access, these sea dwellers may not have been found in time

resulting in a higher mortality rate.

ORV user groups have come under much criticism and have been labeled the “bad guy” for
enjoying physical close access to nature. ORV users have been told that they deliberately choose
to run over piping plovers and turtles. Also that we destroy the beaches and dunes, we leave the
beaches full of trash, drive to fast on the beach, and so on. All of the previous are untrue as a
majority. Quite the contrary, ORV users routinely leave our beaches cleaner than the condition
we find them by cleaning up trash that others leave behind and that which is wash ashore by the
ocean. ORV users also adhere to postings be it nests, speed limits or protected plants. Safety
and environment are of the utmost importance to ORV user groups. These groups often work
cooperatively with the NPS in these efforts. While it is recognized that there are some individuals
that have a disregard for protection of any natural asset, it is encouraged that they be seen just
as individuals and should be dealt with as such. Placing regulations and limitations on the
majority for individual actions is extreme and punishes all.

In closing I would encourage you to discount and dismiss any and all letters that are filed from
organizations as a result of this technically inaccurate and propaganda article bashing the Dept of
Interior, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, and finally ORV users for enjoying nature for the
purpose of recreational fishing as we have known it historically for many years.

I would like to thank you at this time for helping ORV users maintain access to our beaches so
we to can enjoy the outdoqf{fts‘r recreational fishing.
With Regards,

~F P
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Mike Murray Superintendent ,]/\ M

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive
Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Mr. Murray:

[ am writing to express my deep concerns regarding the safety of beach-nesting birds at
Cape Hatteras National Seashore. I and many of my friends are seriously concerned
about the wellbeing of these waterbirds, some of which are on the endangered species
list. We need to be compassionate, sensitive, and civilized in our management of earth’s
wildlife. And it is important to protect the animal kingdom for future generations to

enjoy.

In a short period of time, Cape Hatteras National Seashore has gone from one of the most
important nesting sites to one of the most threatened. The number of birds that nest on
the Seashore’s beaches have dropped extremely in recent years. There is great need for
adequate protection for the nesting birds.

The current destructive situation can be reversed. One of the primary reasons for the
decline is human disturbance due to off-road vehicle use. Many baby birds have been
crushed to death under the tire of a “pleasure” vehicle. But it is possible to eliminate this
danger and the loss of life for the birds. Nesting birds and off-road vehicles can co-exist
on the shore provided that protection measures are implemented to keep vehicles away
from the nesting areas during the mating and nesting season.

Our sea-birds are threatened and in danger. You have the power to ensure the safety of
the birds and other wildlife at Cape Hatteras National Seashore. By making the right
decisions based upon the preservation of animal life you can make it happen. I sincerely
ask you to make this an important issue to address and rectify.

Yours truly,
Deborah L. Edwards

RNdord L Fixcene
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Mike Murray

Superintendent

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive
Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Superintendent Murray:

This is to make a plea for a solution to be found considering the problem of
ORV’s running over nesting sites on the Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
While | don’t surf fish much anymore | do enjoy driving to the “point” to
see birds and wildlife. There must be a compromise in order for all to

enjoy the greatness of Hatteras.

Seeing pictures of a crushed bird nest and reading about a café offering
fried Piping Plover on the menu do not bode well for a meeting of the

minds.

In reading the Management Plan it seems that appropriate language is
used to address the conflict. Whatever the problem is it is now time to
resolve the issue before more wildlife is lost.

Sincerely Yours,

Billy J. Hammond
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5745 Seward Rd.
Pfafftown, NC 27040
February 8, 20007

Mike Murray

Superintendent

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive
Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Mr. Murray,

| have read much about what has been happening at Cape Hatteras National
Seashore concerning ORV's and nesting bird sites where the Park Service has not
taken action to keep ORV's from using nesting sites of endangered species of birds.
When individuals were cited for violations they were not prosecuted.

Having lived near the Bogue Sound area a lot | have watched the decline of shore
birds, Piping Plovers (endangered), Oyster Catchers, and Black Skimmers to such an
extent that when | see one it gives me real pleasure. The way things are presently
going | do not expect to see many of the above mentioned birds within the next

decade.,

Please take a stand. Do not let ORV's invade the nesting sites of colonial birds, Please
let us set aside and protect sites for nesting birds.

Sincerely Yours,

%&M’}N //{ji,

Susan S. Hammond
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Feb 7, 2007

Dear Mr. Murray,

| have just finished reading Audubon Magazine's article “Beach Bums” which
details the destruction of endangered and protected beach-nesting birds on the Cape
Hatteras National Seashore. From the article a main danger to these nesting birds is the
rampant and inconsiderate use of Off-road vehicles on your seashore. The article
depicts these ORV users as yahoos and troglodytes who care nothing about the
environment. Bumper stickers like “l love Piping plovers, they taste like chicken!” are
offensive to all decent people.

" | don’t know what you can do about this problem; perhaps you could start by
obeying and enforcing the Endangered Species Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and
other government orders pertaining to your area of responsibility!

My family and | were going to visit North Carolina this Spring specifically to go
bird-watching but fronfl the impression | get from this Audubon article | imagine we
would be accosted by gangs of roving ORV riders, hooting and hollering like some
demented rednecks, who would then shoot us where we stand and drag us behind their
ORVs! Well, | won't be coming to North Carolina nor spending any of my money there
until you get this problem solved according to the laws it is yourresponsibility to uphold.
And | will be telling everyone | know about this situation on our supposed National
Seashore at Cape Hatteras!

Sincerely :
Dt -
Dave Hyde

POBox 293
Ward CO 80481
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Mike Murray, BY:oe-

Superintendent, Cape Hatteras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive,

Manteo, NC

27954

Dear Mr. Murray.

I am a Californian resident, on the way to move into Asheville NC. | fell in jove with Asheville, last

year when we visited my mother, who flives in Tennessee.
I thought North Carolina, beautiful, decent, lovely, healthy and fairly progressive. My husband and

| aré deciding to call it home.

However, we became most alarmed and horrified after reading an article in last month issue of
Audubon Magazine.

How dare North Carolina overlook and encourage piping plover endangerment by allowing Off
Road Vehicles to drive up to the beach front?

This is appalling. Not only are ORV's noisy, they pollute the air and ruin Significant Ecological sites
and now kill these beach birds? We are amazed at the ignorance displayed here. Please restrict
QRV's from the beach front. ORV's are a ridiculous past time, burning fossil fuels and creating a
noisy distrubance wherever they are ridden.

Deeply concerned,
Celeste Dye

643 Maltman Ave #101
Los Angeles, CA 90026
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Mr. Mike Murray, Superintendent
Cape Hatteras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive

Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Mr. Murray:

Please restrict off road vehicles in our National Seashore so that birds
and the fragile beach environment are not harmed by them. |
actually do not see any need for them on a National Seashore, which
| expect my government to manage for the protection and benefit of
the wildlife and natural features. There are certainly plenty of other
beaches in North Carolina where ORVs seem to have full access in
the off season months.

Sincerely,

Opeccl8 Totzse " —

Cavett French
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250 Bison Trail
Cheyenne, WY 82009
February 6, 2007

Superintendent

RE: Off-Road Vehicle Management Plan/EIS
Cape Hatteras National Seashore o

1401 National Park Drive FEB ¢ 9 2007
Manteo, NC 27954

Ay dee anbio (Groun
Quter palis bty
Dear Superintendent Murray:

Fifty five years ago my passion for surf fishing began. It did not take long for me to
recognize the many benefits owning a beach vehicle (beach buggy) would provide.
Today they are called ORVs, but I feel age allows me to call them what [ have always
known them to be called. By today’s standards my first beach buggy was rather primitive,
but nevertheless, I have very fond memories of fishing trips utilizing this buggy. After
purchasing the buggy I quickly learned it provided greater mobility, access to remote
areas, ability to carry more gear, comfort for my family, and a place to get out of bad
weather, if only for a short while,

Through the years I and my family have enjoyed many surf fishing adventures from
Maine to Portsmouth Island utilizing a beach buggy. During the early years our concerns
were fish and bait availability, weather, etc. During slow fishing periods I would take the
time to instruct my children about the history of the area we were visiting, local plant and
wildlife, and other issues of interest to them. Very early on my children learned about
beach ecology. Those were very enjoyable times for me.

Now that I am in my older years, being able to access the beach with a beach buggy is
even more important if I am to be able to continue to enjoy the sport I love so much.

When compared to my surf fishing beginnings things are very much different today. We
have the so-called environmentalists, anti-access folks or “social engineers” that arc
attempting to make everyone conform to their way of thinking. They are working to end a
past-time I have loved these many years by making beaches of{-limits. It is not only surf
fishermen being attacked, but boat fishermen are under attack as well, as these
“engineers” try to make vast areas of the oceans off-limits to all by creating Marine
Protected Areas or MPAs. Fishermen are not the only outdoors people being affected as
all across America these anti-access, anti-recreation people are attempting to make large
areas of our forests and parks off-limits as well.

Superintendent Murray, I don’t envy the position you and the National Park Service are
in; trying to please everyone. However, I encourage you, when looking down a very
crowded beach, to see what is really occurring there. See fishermen who are enjoying
themselves, whether seasoned or a beginner catching his or her very first fish; see
children playing in the sand with their parents; see a child trying to understand the many

)

Uq



0000132

mysteries of a sea shell; and hear the happy squeals of a baby when the little waves rush
in to touch his/her toes for the first time. I have participated in these memorable events
and fully believe this is what a park should be about: folks enjoying themselves in their
chosen form of recreation. More importantly, when all the fun is over and the folks leave,
my many years of experience tell me the beach and its inhabitants are still fine. If there
ever is any sort of negative impact, I suggest you look at the cost/benefit ratio. I am
confident the cost will be very minimal when compared to the thousands of man hours of
recreational opportunities provided. Is that not the intention of our parks?

Another very important point is the economy of the local communities. The summer time
hoards are, for the most part, only at CHNS for three months, while beach buggies laden
with rods and reels are seen through the entire year. The economic loss would be
significant if beach buggy fishermen were to face additional restrictions at CHN S.

As the Negotiated Rule Making Process moves forward [ hope my views, and those of
many who are users of the resource as I am, are considered. In addition, I hope the Board
remembers when our National Seashores were established they were originally to be
managed as National Recreational Areas. Many beach buggy anglers, this writer
included, worked to establish our Seashores for future generations to utilize and enjoy as

we have.

Thank you for considering my views and I wish you much success during the Negotiated
Rule Making Process. I am confident my organizations OBPA and NCBBA will work to

achieve success along with you.

Sincerely,

ST

Robert E. Lick
(307) 778-4854
tufdog@earthlink.net
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Mike Murrey

Superintendent, Cape Hateras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive

Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Mr. Murrey,

I was very angry to leamn in Audubon (Beach Bums, Jan.-Feb. 2007) that off road
vehicles are given free rein in Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Reckless drivers
endanger the lives of endangered shorebirds—piping plovers and least terns—sea turtle
eggs, and innocent people walking along the beach. In fact, since many children play on
the seashore, is it fair to allow OR Vs to threaten them? Also, although most ORV drivers
probably are responsible people, they don’t all follow the rules, Meany cross the string
fences protecting seabird-nesting areas, and disturb or kill the nestlings. Also, ORV
drivers often leave garbage and fishing bycatch—sharks and skates—on the beach, which
attracts predators like gull and raccoons. Our National Seashores were created support
the pleasure of the majority of the people and to preserve wildlife, not to support
destructive interest groups. ORV use must be restrained in Cape Hatteras National
Seashore.

Sincerely,
John Zeiger
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Mike Murray, Superintendent
Cape Hatteras National Seashore
1401 National Park Drive
Manteo, NC 27954

Dear Superintendent Murray,

I’m writing to show support for conservation efforts directed toward protecting nesting birds
during critical periods in their life cycles. I understand that a small but vocal group of ORVers
are very hostile to any restraint placed on their vehicular beach access. It is unfortunate that they
cannot tolerate sharing even a portion of the beach for a small part of the year in order that
beautiful birds such as terns and skimmers can successfully reproduce and continue to grace our
shores and lift our spirits with their lovely, acrobatic maneuvers.

I am sure you are well aware that it is entirely possible to create win-win solutions so that people
can enjoy the beach AND birds and other creatures can do what they need to do to survive and
thrive. I urge you to follow the best practices that science, wildlife management and political
acumen have to offer; confident that in so doing you will preserve what is worthwhile and leave a
legacy reflecting vision, collaboration, prudence and compassion.

Respectfully submitted,

Wore (LA

Ann B. Robertson

“To Everything

There is a Season;

And a Time for Every Purpose
Under Heaven”
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