
From: Mansfield, Carol A.
To: MADDOCK, Sidney
Cc: mike_murray@nps.gov; cyndy_holda@nps.gov; GOLDER, Walker; derbc@selcnc.org; JRylander; Mansfield,

Carol A.
Subject: RE: economic impact of birding
Date: 07/29/2009 08:50 AM

Hi Sidney,
Thank you for passing on this report.  We will definitely take a look.

Thank you,
Carol 

Carol Mansfield, Ph.D. | Senior Economist | RTI International

Social and Statistical Sciences Division | Hobbs Building, 3040
Cornwallis Road | Durham, NC 27709

P 919-541-8053 | F 919-541-6683 | carolm@rti.org 

-----Original Message-----
From: MADDOCK, Sidney [mailto:smaddock@audubon.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2009 10:03 AM
To: Mansfield, Carol A.
Cc: mike_murray@nps.gov; cyndy_holda@nps.gov; GOLDER, Walker;
derbc@selcnc.org; JRylander
Subject: economic impact of birding 

Hi Carol,

Attached below is a FWS press release discussing a report on the
economic impact of birding.

Audubon requests that the NPS consider the report (which is linked
below) in putting together the economic analysis for Cape Hatteras
National Seashore.

Thank you,

Sid

Sidney Maddock
Audubon NC
P.O. Box 1359
Buxton, NC 27920

<<
Contact: Joshua Winchell
703-358-2279
Joshua_winchell@fws.gov

      Birdwatchers No Featherweights in Contributions to Economy

A new report released today by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service shows
one of every five Americans watches birds, and in doing so, birdwatchers
contributed $36 billion to the U.S. economy in 2006, the most recent
year for which economic data are available. The report - Birding in the
United
States: A Demographic and Economic Analysis -shows that total
participation in birdwatching is strong at 48 million, and remaining at
a steady 20 percent of the U.S. population since 1996.

Participation rates vary, but are generally greater in the northern half
of the country. The five top states with the greatest birding
participation rates include Montana (40 percent), Maine (39 percent),
Vermont (38 percent), Minnesota (33 percent) and Iowa (33 percent).

The report identifies who birders are, where they live, how avid they
are, and what kinds of birds they watch. In addition to demographic
information, this report also provides an estimate of how much birders
spend on their hobby and the economic impact of these expenditures.

The report is an addendum to the 2006 National Survey of Fishing,
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation. The 2006 survey is the
eleventh in a series of surveys conducted about every 5 years that began
in 1955. The survey, conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
partnership with state wildlife agencies and national conservation
organizations, has become the reference for participation and
expenditure information on fish and wildlife recreation in the United
States. The survey helps quantify how enjoyment of the outdoors and
wildlife contributes to society and promotes a healthy economy - and
further strengthens the Service's commitment to conserve the nation's
wildlife for the enjoyment and benefit of the American people.

A copy of the Birding in the United States: A Demographic and Economic
Analysis can be downloaded here:
http://library.fws.gov/Pubs/birding_natsurvey06.pdf

In conjunction with the release of the birding report, the Service also
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issued another similar addendum to the 2006 Survey entitled, Wildlife
Watching Trends: 1991-2006 A Reference Report. This report shows similar
trends in wildlife-watching, a broader category that includes large and
small-mammal viewing.

An overview of the Survey, and a wealth of other information, can be
found online at:
http://wsfrprograms.fws.gov/Subpages/NationalSurvey/National_Survey.htm

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others
to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their
habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both
a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known
for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural
resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For
more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit
www.fws.gov.

************************************************************************
***
News releases are also available on the World Wide Web at
http://news.fws.gov<http://news.fws.gov/>

Questions concerning a particular news release or item of information
should be directed to the person listed as the contact. General comments
or observations concerning the content of the information should be
directed to Malcomb Barsella (malcomb_barsella@fws.gov) in the Office of
Public Affairs.

To unsubscribe from the fws-news listserver, send e-mail to
fws-news-request@lists.fws.gov. Enter "unsubscribe" in the subject
field.
>>
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