
From: Paul Stevens
To: Mike Murray
Subject: Re: mock-up ORV brochure and test
Date: 05/18/2010 05:12 PM
Attachments: Alt F Beach Driving brochure text.docx

Alt F sample ORV test questions.docx
Alt F ORV test.ANSWER KEY.docx

I've got Collette Johnson and Sara Strickland lined up so far.  Should be able to get
it done this week.

Paul K. Stevens
Chief Ranger
National Park Service
Outer Banks Group
1401 National Park Drive
Manteo, NC 27954

(252) 473-2111 ext. 119 (office)
(252) 475-8307 (cellular)

▼ Mike Murray/CAHA/NPS

Mike
Murray/CAHA/NPS 

05/18/2010 04:24 PM

To Paul Stevens/CAHA/NPS@NPS

cc Jon Anglin/CAHA/NPS@NPS

Subject mock-up ORV brochure and test

Paul,

I've prepared a mock-up ORV brochure text and 15-question "basic
knowledge" test, so that we can use it to estimate how long it would
take a permit applicant to read the regulations and complete the test
(whether it is in person or on-line).  Note:  The brochure and the test
are both very rough first drafts that need to eventually be reviewed
and fine tuned to ensure they accurately and efficiently present the
relevant information provided in Alternative F.  There are also some
test methodology issues to address. For example, for many of the
questions, the correct answer is "d" which may make it easier to guess
the correct answer ( or to ell people how to guess the correct answer).
We can work on revising the brochure and test questions later. For
now, the intent is to simply use these as a representative example of
the volume of information and the approximate number of questions
that may be contained in the final versions so that we can estimate the
amount of time required and include it in the Paperwork Reduction Act
section of the proposed rule.  It was a struggle to come up with 15
questions, so I think having 10-15 questions seems like about the right
range.

By the end of this week if possible, please have several folks (at least
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TIPS AND HINTS
For Driving On The Beach

OBSERVE LICENSING AND VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS:

-Vehicle must have valid State/Country road registration, insurance, and license plate.

-The operator must have a current driver’s license.

-Check with local tackle shops concerning fishing license requirements and size and creel
limits for various species.

- An ORV permit is required to operate a motor vehicle in designated off-road driving areas.

-Motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are prohibited in designated off-road driving areas.


DRIVE ONLY IS DESIGNATED AREAS:
-Enter and leave beach ONLY at designated numbered ramps.
-In areas open for Orv use, drive only on that portion of the beach which lies between the foot of the dunes and the ocean.

-Do NOT drive on or between the dunes except on marked roads. ORV routes through vegetated areas, such as interdunal roads and ramps, are posted on both sides of the ORV corridor.
-Drive only on marked ORV routes west of NC Highway 12 (Sound Side).


PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY:
-Observe the speed limit of 15 mph, unless otherwise posted, in all designated ORV use areas.

-Proceed with due caution and consideration for other beach users.  Please be especially
cautious of children and pets that may dart into traffic.  Watch for fishing lines.
- ORVs must yield to pedestrians on all ORV routes.  Drive to the landward side of the available ORV corridor in order to yield the wider portion of the beach corridor to the pedestrian.  Slow to 5 mph when travelling within 30 meters (100 feet) or less of a pedestrian at any location on the beach at any time of year.

-Drive slowly and be alert for people lying, standing, or walking on the beach.
-Four Wheel Drive (4WD) vehicles are recommended for driving on the beach.
-Before driving on the beach, lower the pressure on all tires.  The softer the sand the lower the pressure needed. Tire pressure must be lowered sufficiently to maintain adequate traction within the posted speed limit.  Tire pressure of 20 psi is recommended for most vehicles. Re-inflate tires to normal pressure as soon as possible after returning to paved roads.
-When possible, drive on the portion of the beach located just below the high tide mark.  Avoid getting too close to the water.  Before driving through any water, determine the depth and firmness of the underlying surface.
-Drive at a slow and steady speed.  If the tires start to spin, back up in your tire tracks for
several car lengths.  Accelerate slowly as you move forward.  Additional tire deflation may be necessary.
-Salt water spray is highly corrosive.  It is recommended that you wash the vehicle after
each outing, both sheet metal and undercarriage.
-Park Rangers may assist you, but they are not permitted to pull or tow other vehicles. 
Commercial towing services are available.
-Do not litter.  Please deposit all trash in trash containers wherever available or by bagging and removing it from the beach.  Please avoid littering the beach with dead bait, carcasses, or other dead fish of any kind.
-Avoid overcrowding any one area and displacing others from their previously chosen spots.
-When parking on the beach, leave room for two way traffic to pass safely.
-Refill holes and remove any boards or other aids after being stuck, leaving the beach passable for others.
-Observe common courtesy on the beach and the rules of the road when meeting or passing other vehicles at constricted areas.
-Remember at all times that the unspoiled beaches of all seashore areas afford the pleasure to everyone.  It is incumbent upon each of us to preserve this natural heritage.



National Park Regulations You
Need To Know & Observe

Resource Protection Areas.  Temporary resource protection areas are established to protect threatened and endangered species and species of concern including piping plovers, American oystercatchers, colonial waterbirds (3 species of terns and black skimmers), and sea turtles.  Posted areas are typically closed to vehicles, pedestrians, and pets.  



Observe Posted Closures and Comply with Applicable Regulations.   Within designated ORV areas, temporary closures may be implemented to protect park resources or due to public safety concerns. Violation of a posted closure, operation of an ORV in an area not designated for ORV use, or violation of other applicable regulations may result in a fine of up to $5,000.00 and/or imprisonment up to 6 months, and /or revocation of the ORV permit.

Night Driving:  In sea turtle nesting habitat, including the ocean shoreline, night driving is prohibited from 1 hour after sunset until ½ hour after sunrise from May 1 to September 15.   From September 16 to November 15, night driving may be allowed in areas without unhatched sea turtles nests – contact the park or check the website for permit information.  From November 16 to April 30, night driving is allowed in areas designated for ORV use.

Pets Must Be On A 6-Feet Leash At All Times. Pets are prohibited within any bird or sea turtle 
closures.  They can disturb nesting adults, kill chicks, or crush eggs.  

Beach Fires may be ignited and maintained seaward of the ocean dune below the high
tide mark, but in no case less than 100 feet from a vegetated area.  All fires must be no greater than 3 feet in diameter.  The use of non-wood products or wood products containing non-wood items (glass, plastic, cans) for fire construction is prohibited.  No beach fires are allowed in posted bird or turtle nest protection areas.  All beach fires are prohibited from 12 A.M. (midnight) to 6 A.M. 

Remove ANY Trash Or Litter from the Beach, including bait, fish parts, or dead fish.  Trash attracts predators.

Feeding Wildlife (including Gulls) Is Prohibited.  Human food is unhealthy for wildlife
and may create a harmful dependence on humans for survival.  Feeding may artificially inflate animal populations, create aggressive behavior, and force other species out of habitat.

Kite Flying And Frisbee Tossing Are Prohibited Within Or Above Any Bird Closures. 
Kites and Frisbees can scare birds off their nests, leaving eggs, and chicks exposed to predators and deadly heat.

Fireworks And Metal Detectors Are Not Permitted.

Jet Skis And Other Motorized Personal Watercraft Are Not Allowed.

Return ALL Fish Not Being Kept Back To the Water Alive, including skates and sharks.

Camp ONLY in Designated Campgrounds, not on beaches.

Do Not Dump Wastewater Or Graywater On The Beach.  Please use park dump
stations for this purpose.

Portions of the beach may be temporarily closed to ORVs due to mandated protection of wildlife and plant species, such as protected birds and sea turtles.  Closure boundaries may shrink or expand given the specific behavior or requirements of protected wildlife.  In addition, certain areas of beach may be closed due to seasonal pedestrian use or if the beach is too narrow for safe driving.  Alternative routes of bypasses may be established if possible.  For current information, visit one of the seashore visitor centers or www.nps.gov/caha.




Sample ORV test questions

Select the best answer.  Passing score at least 11 of 15 correct answers. 

1.  The following requirements apply to ORV use:

a. All vehicles must be registered, licensed, and insured for highway use and must comply with inspection requirements in the state, country, or province where the vehicle is registered.

b. Motorcycles and ATVs are prohibited.

c. An ORV permit is required.

d. All of the above.

2.  ORV’s are permitted in the following locations:

a. Behind lifeguarded beaches.

b. Below the high tide line in resource protection closures.

c. On designated and posted ORV routes that are not otherwise closed for safety or resource protection reasons.

d. All of the above

3.  The speed limit for ORV’s on Seashore beaches is as follows, unless otherwise posted:

a. 10 mph

b. 15 mph

c. 25 mph

d. 15 mph during the summer season; 25 mph during the off-season

4.  When approaching a resource protection closure posted with signs or symbolic fencing, the following requirement(s) apply:

a. Pedestrians, but not ORVs, may enter the closure.

b. ORVs may pass on seaward of the closure, if there is room beneath the signs/fencing  at low tide

c. Pedestrians and ORVs may enter the closure, but only below the high tide line.

d. Neither pedestrians nor ORVs may enter the closure, including below the high tide line.

5.  When approaching a pedestrian on the beach, an ORV operator must:

a. Yield to pedestrians on all ORV routes.

b. Move to the landward side of the available ORV corridor in order to yield the wider portion of the beach corridor to the pedestrian.

c. Slow to 5 mph when travelling within 30 meters (100 feet) or less of a pedestrian at any location on the beach at any time of year.

d. All of the above.



6.  Designated ORV routes are open to ORV use during the following hours:

a. ORV routes are open to ORV use 24-hours a day year-round.

b. ORV routes are open to ORV use from sunrise to sunset year-round.

c. May 1 to November 15:  ORV routes are closed to nonessential ORV use from 1 hour after sunset until ½ hour after sunrise, except ORV routes with no or low density of sea turtle nests remaining could reopen for night driving between September 16 and November 15.  November 16 – April 30: ORV routes are open to ORV use 24-hours a day.

d. ORV routes are closed to ORV use from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. May 1 – November 15.  There are no night driving restrictions from November 16 – April 1.

7.    The following tire inflation is required or recommended.

a. 15 psi required for all vehicles.

b. 20 psi required for all vehicles

c. Tire pressure must be lowered sufficiently to maintain adequate traction within the posted speed limit.  A pressure of 20 psi is recommended for most vehicles.

d. There is no tire pressure requirement or recommendation.  It is up to the driver to decide what tire pressure to use.

  8.  An ORV permit may be revoked for the following reason(s):

a. Driving an ORV into a resource protection closure.

b. Unsafe vehicle operation or driving under the influence in an ORV area.

c. Violation of applicable park regulations or terms and conditions of the ORV permit.

d. All of the above.

9.  Temporary resource protection closures may be implemented for the following reason(s):

a. To protect shorebird nesting habitat from human disturbance at the start of the breeding season.

b. To protect shorebird or sea turtle nests.

c. To protect shorebird chicks or sea turtle hatchlings.

d. All of the above.

10.  In addition to resource protection closures, temporary ORV closures may be implemented for the following reason(s):

a. Debris on the beach, narrow beaches, or congested areas.

b. ORV traffic on a beach is parked in such a way that two-way traffic is impeded.

c. If/when a designated ORV carrying capacity is reached or exceeded.

d. All of the above.



11.  Other regulations:  The following pet regulation(s) apply:

a. Pets must be restrained on a leash which shall not exceed 6 feet in length, or otherwise physically confined.

b. Pets are prohibited in all Breeding Shorebird SMAs from March 15 to July 31, or 2 weeks after all shorebird breeding activities have ceased or all chicks in the area have fledged, whichever comes first.

c. Pets are prohibited within all Nonbreeding Shorebirds SMAs that are otherwise open to recreational use.

d. All of the above.

12.  Other regulations:  The following beach fire regulation(s) apply:

a. Fires are prohibited from midnight to 6:00 a.m. year-round.

b. A non-fee fire permit is required for any beach fire.

c. From May 1 – November 15, beach fires are permitted only on village beaches and at Coquina Beach, Frisco Day Use Area, and Ocracoke Day Use Area.

d. All of the above.

Other regulations:  True or False

13.  Fireworks and metal detectors are not permitted.	

__ True  	__ False



14.  Beach camping, including sleeping in a vehicle, is permitted at designated beach locations.  __ True  	__ False



15.  Feeding most wildlife is prohibited, except feeding sea gulls is permitted.

__ True  	__ False








ORV Test Answer Key

Passing score is at least 11 of 15 answers are correct. 

1.   d 

2.   c 

3.   b

4.   d 

5.   d  

6.   c  

7.   c  

8.   d  

9.   d  

10. d  

11. d 

12. d

13. True

14. False  

15. False 









2-3 who are preferably not too familiar with current ORV requirements)
sit down, read the brochure and take the test, while keeping track of
the amount of time it takes each person to:  1) read the brochure text;
and 2) complete the test.  They should proceed at a comfortable pace,
without rushing through it. The third document is the answer key,
which should NOT be provided to the individual.  Please provide me
with an email summarizing the results and what you think is a
reasonable estimate of the time requirements involved.

         

Thanks,

Mike Murray
Superintendent
Cape Hatteras NS/ Wright Brothers NMem/ Ft. Raleigh NHS
(w)  252-473-2111, ext. 148
(c)  252-216-5520
fax 252-473-2595

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to
which it is addressed.  This communication may contain information
that is proprietary, privileged or confidential or otherwise legally
exempt from disclosure. 
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