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CONVERSATION Date___ August 20, 2010 Time___ 2:00 pm
RECORD ~ Name: DuBose Griffin

Organization: SC Department of Natural Resources Marine Turtle
Conservation Program

Phone: 843-953-9015

RE: Permission to use SCDNR turtle nest data from website

After finding annual SC sea turtle nesting data at Seaturtle.org which included the percent of nests

relacated, | called Charlotte Hope of SCDNR Marine Turtle Conservation Program once again to

receive permission to use the data, as requested on the website. Charlotte passed me on to DuBose

Griffin. DuBose asked what | wanted to use the data for and | informed her that it was to help in

responding to public comments on the NPS' EIS for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore ORV

Management Plan. A specific comment had referenced the protocols that are used in SC for relocating

nests, and | wanted show the percentage of nests relocated in SC in 2009 and 2010 compared to

the percent relocated at the Seashore during these timeframes. DuBose just wanted to make sure

that | wasn’t making conclusions that aren’t supported by the data as she often gets calls asking for

permission to use the data in ways that draw conclusions that aren’t truly supported by the data. DuBose

gave me permission to use the data as | described, and offered more insight into the data as well. She

indicated that a large proportion of the nests in South Carolina (approximately one third) are laid on the 8

km (5 mile) stretch of beaches on Cape Island. She indicated these beaches are highly erosicnal

and because of this, Cape Island also comprises the majority of the nests in SC that are relocated. She

indicated that on the website there is a table that presents the nesting data by beach in SC, and that if

| had the time, | could calculate the percentage of nests relocated without including the nests on Cape

Island, and it would probably show that a much lower percentage of nests are relocated throughout the

rest of SC. The data for SC is very skewed because of the fact that nearly one third of the nests are laid

on the highly erosional beaches of Cape Island, and approximately 60% of these are relocated.
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Management Plan. A specific comment had referenced the protocols that are used in SC for relocating
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that | wasn’t making conclusions that aren’t supported by the data as she often gets calls asking for

permission to use the data in ways that draw conclusions that aren’t truly supported by the data. DuBose

gave me permission to use the data as | described, and offered more insight into the data as well. She

indicated that a large proportion of the nests in South Carolina (approximately one third) are laid on the 8

km (5 mile) stretch of beaches on Cape Island. She indicated these beaches are highly erosional

and because of this, Cape Island also comprises the majority of the nests in SC that are relocated. She

indicated that on the website there is a table that presents the nesting data by beach in SC, and that if

| had the time, | could calculate the percentage of nests relocated without including the nests on Cape

Island, and it would probably show that a much lower percentage of nests are relocated throughout the

rest of SC. The data for SC is very skewed because of the fact that nearly one third of the nests are laid

on the highly erosional beaches of Cape Island, and approximately 60% of these are relocated.
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