
Prevent Vehicle Death in
Cape Hatteras

 Threatened species like piping
plovers rely on lands along Cape
Hatteras National Seashore to
survive. But if off road vehicles are
permitted to use huge portions of the
Seashore, their nests and chicks
could be disturbed.

From: David Joyner
To: Mike_Murray@nps.gov
Cc: 'jeffrey golding'; 'Warren Judge'; Obxblondie@aol.com; guitarcouch@earthlink.net; johnh@theheadagency.com;

dheel@bigfoot.com; nataliesusanperry@hotmail.com; djoyner@beldar.com; imwarmat@peoplepc.com;
ackleybc@aol.com; davisrb@embarqmail.com; indiantown_gallery@hotmail.com; Threebuoys@earthlink.net;
wavecrest@embarqmail.com; donnybowers@hotmail.com; kmbythesea@charter.net; blufis@live.com;
obxavon@aol.com

Subject: Final Rule Comments
Date: 09/11/2011 12:52 PM

After taking a look at the comments, they are "form" letters from anti-access folks..they read
almost verbatim. from the below e-mail one of our NCBBA members received. .This is not
supposed to be allowed! This is wrong and being accepted as comment by NPS.! If this isn't a
clear example of how NPS panders to the "Environmentalists", I don't know of a better example. I
ask you Mr. Superintendent, when are you going to do what is right & give the American People
their vehicular beach access back?
 
David K. Joyner
NCBBA President
Home: (757) 562 - 0987
Cell:     (757) 617 - 9577
 
 
Date: Tue, 30 Aug 2011 09:47:17 -0500
From: defenders@mail.defenders.org
To: kasmithinva@msn.com
Subject: Off Road Vehicles killing Shoreline Wildlife

Dear Ken,
Cape Hatteras National Seashore is a national treasure visited by
millions of people each year taking in the natural beauty, the
wildlife diversity and 67 miles of shoreline. But the impacts of
unrestricted off-road vehicle (ORV) use has taken its toll on the
threatened and endangered shorebirds and sea turtles that nest on
the seashore’s beaches.
Speak out for wildlife. Visit regulations.gov to oppose
unrestricted off road vehicle use that threatens sea turtles,
shorebirds and other wildlife.

Finally, after years of advocacy and litigation by Defenders and our
partners, the National Park Service is poised to adopt regulations
for beach driving on Cape Hatteras National Seashore. 
Yet the proposed regulation does little to protect wildlife nesting
areas. 
The proposal only sets aside areas for ORVs and does not
mandate any specific measures to protect wildlife from beach
drivers. And it reserves just 26 of the Seashore’s 67 miles of
beach for pedestrians and wildlife year-round, setting aside the
rest for year-round and seasonal beach driving.
In recent years, a temporary plan that limits ORV use near
protected wildlife nesting areas has been working to protect
wildlife.
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Share your comments with the
Park Service now through this
regulations.gov form.

Share on Facebook

In 2007, protected sea turtles created just 82 nests on the shore.
And in 2010, after 3 years of temporary protections, that number
rose to 153. If wildlife is not explicitly protected under the
Park Service’s plan, these numbers could easily decline.
All it takes is one wrong step by a piping plover into an area that
is not protected, and it could be run over.
We have made great progress in winning important protections for
 Hatteras’ wildlife , and we can’t lose traction now. ORV advocates want the entire seashore open to beach
driving.  Tell the Park Service instead that you support specific, enforceable, science-based
protections for wildlife and additional vehicle-free areas for nesting.  
The Park Service is accepting comments until Tuesday, (September 6th) so we need you to make your voice
heard now.
Comments are being accepted directly through this regulations.gov form. All you have to do is fill out your
contact information, and then write your comments in the supplied box.

Below is a sample letter for you to send to the Park Service, but please customize your letter. Be sure to
mention if you vacation in Hatteras, if you live nearby, are an educator, a scientist, birdwatcher, or any other
personal factor that connects you to the area.
We need to make sure that our voices are heard by the Park Service, so please fill out this comment
form now.
Off road vehicle drivers are a small portion of those who visit Cape Hatteras National Seashore each year,
but they are among the most vocal. In order to speak up for all of the piping plovers, sea turtles, sea and
shore birds and all of the other wildlife that relies on this region, please send your message now.
Sincerely,

Jason Rylander
Senior Staff Attorney
Defenders of Wildlife

---Sample letter---
Dear Superintendent Murray,
I am very concerned about the National Park Service’s proposed regulation for managing ORV use on Cape
Hatteras National Seashore.
Under the current interim plan, protected wildlife has seen huge gains in the area. Sea turtles that only
created 82 nests in 2007, made 153 in 2010. Piping plovers and other shorebirds are rebounding.  If you
expand ORV use across the Seashore, threatened and endangered wildlife could be impacted.
I strongly support regulation of ORVs at the Seashore, but the Park Service plan protects beach drivers
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more than it does wildlife. The proposed plan sets aside currently only 26 of the 67 total miles of the
Seashore for year-round wildlife and pedestrian use with open to year-round or seasonal beach driving.
More vehicle-free areas are needed for wildlife and pedestrians.
As it is currently written, the proposed regulations treat wildlife protection as optional, which is unacceptable.
Please revise this plan to include current buffers and other explicit protections for wildlife like piping plovers
and sea turtles that rely on the Hatteras Seashore.
Thank you for your consideration.

© Copyright 2011 Defenders of Wildlife.
This message was sent to kasmithinva@msn.com.

Please do not respond to this message. 
Click here to unsubscribe.
Defenders of Wildlife is a national, nonprofit membership organization dedicated to the
protection of all native wild animals and plants in their natural communities.
Defenders of Wildlife can be contacted at: 
1130 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
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